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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sandbach  Urban  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1955,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Sandbach. 

There  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  vital  statistics  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year.  Measles  was  still  prevalent  albeit 
somewhat  less  than  1954.  There  were  two  cases  of  Polomyelitis 
notified  and  one  death  in  an  adult. 

During  the  year,  a  survey  of  unfit  houses  was  carried  out  to 
enable  the  Council  to  decide  the  number  which  should  be  notified 
to  the  Ministry  as  fit  for  Demolition.  155  houses  were  stated  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable  cost.  The  Council, 
however,  felt  that  only  77  of  these  houses  could  reasonably  be 
dealt  with  in  the  next  five  years. 

The  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  year  was  30  and  by  private  enterprise  was  38.  Although 
this  represents  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  there  are  still 
more  than  200  genuine  applicants  on  the  waiting  list.  Housing  is 
one  of  the  problems  I  am  most  frequently  consulted  about,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  an  urgent  demand  for  housing  still  exists  in 
our  District. 

I  should  also  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  section  of  this  Report 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  Elworth  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and 
the  serious  danger  to  health  that  must  result  from  such  a  large 
quantity  of  apparently  untreated  sewage  polluting  the  countryside. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  increased  number  of  inspections  and 
visits  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1955.  These 
were  3758  as  compared  with  2966  in  1954.  It  cannot  be  emphasized 
too  strongly  that  it  is  only  by  regular  inspections  and  visits  by  the 
members  of  the  Health  Staff  that  the  general  health  and  welfare  of 
our  community  can  be  maintained.  The  work  of  the  Sanitary 
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Inspectors  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  course  of  time,  by  new  duties 
placed  upon  them  by  such  enactments  as  Food  and  Drugs  and 
Smoke  Abatement  Laws. 

Once  again,  I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Skeath, 
your  Clerk,  and  the  members  of  his  staff  who  have  given  every 
assistance  in  enabling  me  to  carry  out  my  duties.  I  am  also  much 
indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
Mr.  H.  J.  Rees,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  their  help  in  the 
compilation  of  this  report. 

I  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  figures  in  brackets  throughout  this  report  are  for  1954. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Estimated  population  ...  ...  9690  (9670) 


Births 


Live  Births — 


Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

.  121  (117) 

66  (53)  55 

(64) 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ...  4  (3) 

1  (2)  3 

(1) 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  . . . 

.  3  (3) 

2  (2)  1 

(1) 

Illegitimate 

.  -  (-) 

-  (-)  - 

(— ) 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population 

mid-1955  ... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

...  12.8 

(12.4) 

Live  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  of 
the  population  .  15 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  23.4 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  ..4  . 3 

Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  total 

population  .  .34 


(15.2) 

(24.3) 
(  .31) 

(  .36) 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows — 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  1  (3)  —  (1)  1  (2) 

Illegitimate  . —  ( — )  —  ( — )  —  ( — ) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  ...  8  (25  ) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  24.9  (25.4) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  8.2  (25.6) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  0  (  0  ) 


Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths,  all  ages . 93  (93)  49  (47)  44  (46) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  9.5  (  9.6) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  of 

population  . 11.7  (11.3) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within 
the  district  during  the  year — 


Cause 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total 


Total  Male  Female 


— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

11 

4 

7 

1 

1 

— 

7 

3 

4 

19 

15 

*  4 

12 

5 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

6 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

22 

10 

12 

93 

49 

44 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  .  —  ( — ) 

Other  Maternal  causes  .  —  (  1) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births  ... 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has  been  no  death  of  a 
mother  in  childbirth  throughout  the  year  under  review  and  that  the 
Infant  Mortality  rate  is  so  low.  In  addition,  the  standard  of  infant 
and  child  care  is  very  high. 

These  things  do  not  happen  fortuitously,  but  reflect  creditably 
on  the  work  done  by  the  family  and  clinic  doctors  and  nurses 
concerned.  The  work  done  at  our  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses  visiting  the  homes,  is  one  of  the 
major  contributions  to  the  healthy  state  in  which  we  now  find  our¬ 
selves. 

The  attendances  at  the  Infatnt  Welfare  Centre  continue  to  be 
most  satisfactory,  and,  as  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  our 
main  object  is  to  assist  the  mother  in  the  proper  feeding  of  her 
baby  and  to  give  help  and  instructions  on  the  rearing  of  her  child. 
A  considerable  amount  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  is  carried 
out  at  the  Clinic  in  addition  to  this  health  education. 

I  would  like  to  draw  the  Council’s  particular  attention  to  the 
large  volume  of  work  being  done  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 
During  the  year,  the  total  number  of  children  attending  was  2511 
and  the  number  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  1485.  In 
addition,  various  specialist  clinics  are  held  and  the  attendances  at 
the  Opthalmic  Clinic  was  722  and  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Clinic,  174.  There  is  also  a  school  clinic  held  where  584  children 
were  seen. 

A  new  venture  during  the  year  has  been  the  opening  of  a  Mid¬ 
wives  Clinic,  held  each  Friday  afternoon.  Here,  in  addition  to  the 
clinical  work  carried  out  by  the  midwives  on  the  mothers  under 
their  care,  lectures  and  demonstrations  are  given  in  mothercraft  and 
relaxation  exercises.  The  Health  Visitor  is  responsible  for  the 
education  side  of  this  clinic  and  we  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaning 
the  services  of  a  qualified  Physiotherapist  to  direct  the  relaxation 
exercises.  This  new  scheme  has  been  most  popular  with  the  mothers 
and  as  far  as  can  be  judged  at  present,  has  produced  most  excellent 
results. 

The  Divisional  Health  Committee  was  delegated  the  duty  of 
the  sale  and  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  for  Infants,  Pregnant 
and  Nursing  Mothers.  These  foods  consist  of  National  Dried  Milk, 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin  Tablets.,  To  enable  us 
to  carry  out  this  duty  in  Sandbach,  the  Council  has  made  available 
a  room  in  the  Council  Offices  and  carry  out  this  work  on  an  agency 
basis  for  the  County  Council.  I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Clerk  for 
his  excellent  co-operation  in  this  matter. 
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Statistics 

No.  of 

Cases 

Average 
per  Clinic 

Clinics 

seen  by 

seen  by 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

held 

Doctor 

Doctor 

0-1  1-2  2-5 

0-1  1-2 

2-5 

Sandbach 

Welfare  110  —  — 

1487  508  519  51 

869 

17 

Centre  (98)  (— )  (— )  (1584)  (450)  (346)  (52) 

(1057) 

(20.3) 

No.  of 

New 

Total 

Clinics 

Average 

Cases 

Attendances 

held 

per  Clinic 

Opthalmic  Clinic  . 

.  8 

47 

36 

1.3 

(11) 

(67) 

(34) 

(1.9) 

E.N.T.  Clinic  . 

.  16 

16 

11 

1.4 

(17) 

(19) 

(12) 

(1.5) 

Welfare 

Foods  Sold- 

-1955 

Nat.  Dried 

Milk.  A&D 

Cod 

Orange 

Distribution  Centre 

Foil 

Half  Tab’s 

Liver 

Juice 

Cream 

Cream 

Oil 

Welfare  Centre,  Sandbach 

136 

5 

82 

174 

Council  Offices,  Sandbach 

5583 

105  489 

1270 

6491 

Midwifery 

Midwifery  in  the  town  is  carried  out  by  the  following  nurses — 

Tel.  no. 

Beatty,  M.,  5  Coronation  Crescent,  Sandbach  Sandbacli 
(Full  time) 

Evans,  N.,  5  Elworth  Street,  Sandbach  Sandbach  256 

(In  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  Duties) 

Gerrard,  E.  E.,  647  Crewe  Road,  Wheelock.  Sandbach  281 
(In  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  Duties) 

During  the  year.  Nurse  D.  Harper,  midwife,  after  many  years 
service  in  the  town,  retired  and  her  place  has  been  taken  by  Nurse 
Beatty.  The  Divisional  Health  Commttee  is  grateful  to  the  Council 
for  allocating  a  flat  to  Nurse  Beatty  and  giving  permission  to  erect 
a  garage. 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  accompanying  table,  three  times  as 
many  babies  are  born  in  hospital  than  are  delivered  in  their  own 
homes.  The  number  of  hospital  births  has  increased,  compared 
with  last  year.  Whilst  it  is  necessary  in  many  cases  that  births 
should  take  place  in  hospital,  many  of  them  could  very  satisfactorily 
be  dealt  with  at  home  and  indeed  with  great  advantage.  There  is 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  Hospital  Management  Committees 
to  take  in  too  many  cases.  As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  we 
have  an  excellent  midwifery  service  in  the  town  and  more  use 
could  be  made  of  it. 
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Births 


Hospital  Home  Private  N.  Home 


Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

90 

2 

31 

— 

1 

— 

(78) 

(3) 

(37) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  accurately  the  percentage  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  who  have  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
It  would  appear  thafc  the  figure  is  probably  somewhere  between  60 
and  65  %  If  this  is  so  it  is  not  nearly  high  enough  as  there  is  a  definite 
evidence  to  show  that  where  the  incidence  of  immunisation  is  low, 
outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  recur.  The  difficulty  we  are  up  against  is 
that,  to  the  young  mother.  Diphtheria  is  no  longer  a  frightening 
disease,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  we  combine  Diphtheria 
immunisation  with  that  of  Whooping  Cough,  I  fear  that  the  figures 
would  be  much  lower. 

The  value  of  the  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  is  now 
becoming  apparent.  I  have  been  able  to  record  cases  of  children 
who  have  been  immunised  in  contact  with  their  older  brothers  and 
sisters  who  have  not  been  protected  and  have  contracted  Whooping 
Cough,  remaining  free  of  the  disease  There  is  also  evidence  to 
show  that:  if  Whooping  Cough  is  contracted  in  an  immunised  child, 
it  is  a  very  mild  disease.  It  is  important  to  immunise  against 
Whooping  Cough  in  the  early  month’s  of  a  child’s  life,  for  the  mort¬ 
ality  in  this  disease  is  greatest  in  the  first  year  of  life. 

Not  nearly  enough  children  have  been  offered  for  vaccination 
against  Smallpox  Although  this  dread  disease  rarely  occurs  in 
this  country,  it  is  always  likely  to  break  out.  Parents  do  not  realise 
that  to  vaccinate  a  young  baby  of  three  months  is  a  relatively 
harmless  procedure.  If,  however,  an  older  child  or  an  adult  has 
to  be  done,  the  reaction  and  complications  can  be  quite  serious. 
Primary  vaccination  in  infancy  renders  a  secondary  vaccination 
later  in  life  relatively  free  of  these  complications. 


Statistics 

Diphtheria  Immunisation— 

Pre-school  children  .  1  (6) 

School  children  .  53  (53) 


54  (59) 


Reinforcing  Injections  .  18  (332) 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation — 


Pre-school  children 

4 

(3) 

School  children 

.  42 

(38) 

46 

(41) 

Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cougii 

Pre-school  children 

.  79 

(93) 

School  children 

.  67 

(52) 

146 

(145) 

Primary  Vaccination— 

Pre-school  children 

.  53 

(47) 

School  children 

.  5 

(5) 

Adults  . 

.  2 

(1) 

60 

(53) 

Re- V  accination — 

Pre-school  children 

.  — 

(i) 

School  children 

.  2 

(— > 

Adults  . 

.  10 

(5) 

12 

(6) 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

The  regular  routine  sampling  of  water  supplies  is  carried  out 
by  the  Water  Board,  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester,  is  available  for  Bacteriological  analysis  of 
water,  milk,  ice-cream  and  food,  as  and  when  we  require  it.  They 
also  undertake  to  carry  out  examination  of  all  swabs  submitted. 
This  is  a  free  service,  and  I  wish  to  record  the  ever  ready  help  and 
assistance  I  have  received  from  Dr.  W.  Parker,  the  Director  of  this 
Laboratory,  particularly  in  connection  with  food  poisoning  and 
infectious  disease  cases. 
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Ambulance  and  Sitting-Case  Car  Transport 

The  efficiency  of  a  service  may  be  judged  by  the  relative  free¬ 
dom  from  complaint.  During  the  year  under  review  there  were  no 
serious  complaints. 

From  the  figures  it  will  seem  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  mileage  done  by  the  Sandbach  British  Red  Cross 
Society.  This  organisation  carries  out  the  Ambulance  duties  for 
which  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  is  responsible. 

During  the  year,  an  additional  full-time  driver  was  taken  on 
the  strength  and  the  Council  made  a  house  available  for  this  man. 
The  vehicles  are  maintained  in  a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  and  I 
am  well  satisfied  with  the  service. 


Ambulance  Figures — 1955 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Mileages- 

1214 

(557) 

731 

(793) 

1116 

(786) 

975 

(922) 

1073 

(609) 

912 

(698) 

923 

(356) 

1054 

(595) 

1430 

(743) 

1378 

(677) 

1271 

(523) 

914 

(553) 

Patients— 

101 

74 

108 

102 

104 

86 

83 

104 

160 

163 

142 

77 

02) 

(41) 

(38) 

(61) 

(40) 

(44) 

'  (26) 

(40) 

(41) 

(48) 

(38) 

(42) 

Journeys- 

37 

27 

33 

34 

37 

33 

35 

31 

43 

41 

40 

28 

(18) 

(23) 

(26) 

(30) 

(23) 

(24) 

(10) 

(20) 

(22) 

(20) 

(18) 

(20) 

Utilicon  Ambulance  Figures— 

-1955 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Mileages- 

3249 

2573 

3106 

2428 

3373 

3499 

3708 

3700 

3051 

3730 

3995 

3431 

(2303)  (1717) 

(2731)  (2562) 

(3005) 

(2291)  (2388)  (2063)  (2607) 

(2835)  (2342) 

(3136) 

Patients— 

231 

226 

233 

182 

264 

256 

216 

234 

256 

281 

279 

217 

(272) 

081) 

(271) 

(236) 

(260) 

(189) 

093) 

(152) 

079) 

(220) 

(206) 

(252) 

Journeys- 

100 

81 

92 

83 

113 

95 

98 

104 

96 

98 

115 

92 

(71) 

(56) 

(78) 

(82) 

(93) 

(72) 

(69) 

(62) 

(79) 

(85) 

(64) 

(97) 

Domestic  Help  Service 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  work  done  by  this  service  is  in¬ 
valuable.  The  difficulty  is  in  obtaining  satisfactory  staff,  as  more 
cases  could  be  attended  if  suitable  home  helps  could  be  found. 
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Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in 
Sandbach  during  1955  are  as  follows — 


Home  Helps  employed  during  1955 — 


Full  time  . 

— 

a) 

Temporary  . 

6 

(2) 

Casual  . 

...  8 

(6) 

14 

(9) 

Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1955 — 

Full  time  . 

. . .  — 

(-) 

Temporary  . 

...  5 

(2) 

Casual  . 

— 

(2) 

5 

(4) 

Applications  received  during  1955 — 

Confinement  . 

...  9 

(7) 

Sickness  . 

...  9 

(4) 

Tuberculosis  . 

. . .  — 

(-) 

Aged  and  Infirm  . 

...  4 

(10) 

22 

(21) 

Cases  attended  during  1955 — 

Confinement  . 

...  5 

(3) 

Sickness  . 

8 

(5) 

T  uberculosis  . 

. . .  — 

(-) 

Aged  and  Infirm  . 

...  11 

(10) 

24 

(18) 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Delwyn  G.  Davies,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board,  for 
the  following  information. 

Thei  quality  of  the  treated  water  supplied  to  Sandbach  Urban 
District  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 
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The  raw  water  is  polluted  and  contains  iron.  The  iron  content 
makes  abstraction  from  the  site  at  Arclid,  difficult,  due  to  choking 
of  the  slots  in  the  27  tube  wells  and  the  sand  and  gravel  surrounding 
these  wells.  The  cleaning  of  the  tube  wells  was  effected  in  March, 
but  the  yield  again  fell  off  in  July  and  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out 
cleaning  operations  in  September  and  October. 

The  yield  from  the  Arclid  site  is  inadequate  to  meet  the 
demands  of  domestic  and  industrial  extension  within  the  area,  and 
approximately  50,000  gallons  per  day  from  the  Eaton  Pumping 
Station  is  supplied  into  the  area. 

During  the  year  poor  supplies  in  the  Malkins  Bank  area  have 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  installation  of  a  pressure  reducing 
valve  The  Pumping  Plant  has  been  improved  by  the  installation 
of  a  2-stage  centrifugal  pump,  capacity,  18,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  valve  system  in  the  area  is  ineffective  and  replacements 
are  being  gradually  effected. 

The  storage  for  the  Sandbach  Urban  District  is  a  60,000  gall, 
capacity  water  tower,  which,  in  the  event  of  a  breakdown,  would 
last  for  approximately  three  hours. 

The  carrying  capacity  of  the  whole  distribution  system  is 
greatly  reduced  by  chemical  deposits  in  the  pipes  (a  legacy  from 
the  pre-war  years). 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Sandbach  Urban  District 
during  1955  was  139  million  gallons,  of  which  100  million  gallons 
were  for  domestic  use  only. 

The  estimated  population  was  9,300,  giving  an  average  daily 
consumption  of  40.9  gallons  per  head  for  all  purposes  and  29.4 
gallons  per  head  for  domestic  use  only. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Rees,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for 
the  following  report. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  my  last  two  annual  reports  to  the 
Elworth  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Conditions  at  these  works  are 
such,  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  proceed  with  the 
scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer. 

Housing 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  was — 

By  the  Local  Authority  .  30  (28) 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  38  (23) 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  year — 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1955 
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Tuberculosis 


For  comparative  purposes  I  have  recorded  the  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  during  1955  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications 
of  this  disease  received  each  year  since  1946. 


Notifications,  1946-1955 


1946 

1947 

1948  1949  1950 

1951 

1952  1953  1954 

1955 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP  P  NP  P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP  P  NP  P  NP 

P  NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  5 

1 

1 

5-15 

2  1 

1 

15-25 

3  1 

1  1 

1 

1  1 

1 

25-35 

1  1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

2 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

2 

65  and 
over 


FEMALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  5 

5-15 

4 

1 

15-25 

2 

1 

1 

1  1 

25-35 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

1 

1 

65  and 

over 

Total  4 

1  4  2 

4  7  4 

1  4 

2  3  - 

-  3 

2  4- 

-511  — 
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Deaths,  1946-1955 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952  1953 

1954 

1955 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP  P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

45-55 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

1 

65  and 
over 


FEMALE 


Up  to 
1  year 


1-  5 


5-15 


15-25 


25-35  1  1 


35-45  1 


45-55 


55-65  1  1 


65  and 
over 


Total  —  1  1—  1—  1—  1—  5  —  1—  2—  1 - 
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The  following  sections  of  this  report  have  been  compiled  by 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers. 


Sanitary  Inspection 

Number  of  Inspections  and  visits  during  1955  .  3758 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  during  1955  .  185 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1955  177 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31-12-55  ...  17 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1955  ...  57 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1955  47 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31-12-55  ...  11 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors — 


Accumulations  and  deposits  . 

Bakehouses  ...  . 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . 

Cinemas  . 

Conservancy  . 

Council  House  Tenancies  . 

Dairies . 

Disinfections . 

Disinfestations  . 

Drain  Obstructions  . 

Drain  Tests  . 

Drain  Inspections . 

Dustbins . 

Factories — Mechanical  . 

Non-Mechanical  . 

Building  Sites,  etc  . 

Fairs,  etc  . 

Fish  Shops  . 

Fish-frying  Premises  . 

Food  Premises  (Other  than  those  listed) 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises . 

Housing— Defects  . 

Improvement  Grants 

Nuisances  . 

Unfit  Houses  . 

Survey  . 

Ice-cream  Premises  . 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Keeping  of  Animals  . . 

Market  Inspections  . 

Milk  Retailing  . 


19 

4 
10 
22 

1 

8 

204 
6 
2 

20 
93 
12 

205 
145 

12 

27 

32 

2 

1 

10 

119 

8 

571 

161 

5 

136 

160 

2 

15 

8 

40 

6 
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Milk  Sampling  .  4 

Offensive  Trades  .  1 

Offices  and  Workplaces  .  2 

Overcrowding  .  5 

Petroleum  Regulations  .  20 

Public  Conveniences  .  27 

Refuse  Collection  . 246 

Refuse  Disposal  . 156 

Rodent  Control  .  54 

Salvage  .  44 

Shops’  Act  .  1 

Slaughterhouse — Meat  Inspection  . 388 

Smoke  Nuisances  and  Observations .  35 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  7 

Unsound  Food  .  63 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  .  1 

Water  Supplies  .  1 

Watercourses,  ditches  and  ponds  .  3 

Miscellaneous,  interviews,  etc  . 467 


Duties  connected  with  Town  Hall  &  Market  Hall  167 

Total  ...  3758 


Public  Cleansing 

Two  Refuse  Collection  Vehicles  with  a  complement  of  eight 
men  have  carried  out  the  collection  and  disposal  of  household  and 
trade  refuse.  The  average  cycle  of  household  refuse  collection 
during  1955  was  8  days.  All  refuse  has  been  removed  to  an  “  un¬ 
controlled  ”  tip  at  Malkins  Bank. 

Conservancy  and  Conversions 

The  Council  have  continued  the  weekly  collection  and  empty¬ 
ing  of  pail  closets  by  direct  labour.  25  houses  and  4  other  premises 
are  thus  served. 

During  the  year,  6  houses  which  were  previously  served  by  pail 
closets  have  been  provided  with  water  closets  connected  to  septic 
tank  disposal. 

Salvage 

The  following  amounts  of  salvage  were  sold  during  1955 — 

£  s  d 

Waste  Paper,  80  tons  12 \  cwt .  667  1  0 

Cardboard  Boxes,  7036  .  87  19  4 

Scrap  Metal  .  15  0 

£755  15  4 
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Rodent  Control 


A  trained  Rodent  Operator  working  under  the  Supervision  of 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  carried  out  the  following  treat¬ 
ments  during  the  year— 


Business  Premises  . 

.  80 

Agricultural  Properties . 

.  53 

Private  Houses  . 

.  82 

Local  Authority  Undertakings  ... 

.  15 

230 

Offensive  Trades 

There  is  only  one  business  in  the  area — Bone  Boiling—  which 
is  classed  as  an  Offensive  Trade. 

In  the  warmer  weather  some  control  has  been  necessary  to 
limit  the  spread  of  flies,  but  no  other  nuisance  has  been  established 
in  the  year  under  review. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  is  only  one  licensed  Moveable  Dwelling  in  the  District. 
This  is  a  properly  constructed  caravan,  suitably  sited  and  occupied 
by  two  female  farm  workers. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Town  Centre  have  been  well 
used  and  adequately  maintained  during  the  year.  Very  few  in¬ 
stances  of  abuse  of  the  premises  halve  been  reported. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Whilst  there  has  been  some  improvement  in  regard  to  smoke 
emission  following  informal  action  against  the  chief  offenders  in 
the  District,  the  general  position  is  still  fair  from  satisfactory,  and  it 
is  obvious  that  a  great  deal  of  effort  is  still  required  to  secure 
better  results  in  this  direction. 


Housing 

In  accordance  with  Section  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  the  Council  notified  the  Minister  that  there  were  within 
the  Urban  District,  77  houses  which  they  proposed  to  deal  with  by 
way  of  Clearance  Areas  or  Individual  Demolitions  during  the  next 
5  years.  This  programme  was  approved  by  the  Minister. 
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Clearance  Areas 


Number  of  orders  made  .  Nil 

Number  of  Areas  declared  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished .  Nil 

Individual  Houses — 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  .  2 

Number  of  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  under¬ 
takings  given  by  owners  .  4 

Number  of  Houses  closed  under  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  .  3 

Number  of  parts  of  Buildings  closed  under  Section 

12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  1 

Repairs — 

Number  of  unfit  Houses  in  which  defects  were  rem¬ 
edied  as  a  result  of  informal  action .  64 

Number  of  unfit  Houses  in  which  defects  were  rem¬ 
edied  as  a  result  of  formal  action — 

(a)  by  owners  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  15 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  under  Public  Health  Acts  3 

(c)  under  Housing  Acts .  Nil 

Certificates  of  Disrepair- 

No  applications  were  received  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  connection  with 
proposed  rent  increases. 

Improvement  Grants — 

Number  of  applications  received  during  1955  .  16 

Number  of  Grants  approved  during  1955  .  14 

Total  Cost  of  Grants  approved  during  1955  ...  £1,573  /  10/0d. 

Re-housing — 

The  following,  is  a  statement  of  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
Register  of  Applications  for  tenancies  of  Council  Houses  at  the 
end  of  1955 — 

Total  number  of  “  live  ”  applications  on  Current  Register  209. 
Applicants  who  have  been  on  the  Register  for 

less  than  one  year  .  93 

Applicants  who  have  been  on  the  Register  for 

between  1  and  2  years  .  66 

Applicants  who  have  been  on  the  Register  for 

between  2  and  3  years  .  43 

Applicants  who  have  been  on  the  Register  for 

more  than  3  years  .  7 

- 209 
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The  applications  may  be  analysed  as  follows — 

Living  outside  the  Urban  District  but  working  within  37 
Neither  living  nor  working  in  the  Urban  District  ...  30 

Married  during  the  last  12  months  and  living  in 

lodgings  in  the  Urban  District .  9 

Married  more  than  12  months  ago  and  living  in 

lodgings  in  the  Urban  District .  48 

Sandbach  Tenants  of  poor  Houses .  24 

Sandbach  Tenants  overcrowded  .  9 

Sandbach  Tenants  in  reasonable  Houses  and  not 

falling  into  any  other  category .  40 

Sandbach  Tenants  of  “  tied  ”  houses  .  8 

Recently  moved  to  Sandbach  and  now  in  lodgings  ...  1 

Applicants  not  yet  married  .  3 

- 209 

As  a  result  of  a  review  of  the  Points  Scheme,  the  Council 
decided  to  weight  the  points  further  in  respect  of  length  of  time 
on  the  waiting  list. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD 

Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection — 

The  Public  Slaughterhouse  at  Flatt  Lane,  Sandbach,  controlled 
by  the  Council,  is  the  only  slaughterhouse  operating  in  the  Urban 
District. 


Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered  &  inspected  ... 

602 

35 

23 

1823 

992 

3475 

There  were  no  horses  slaughtered 

in  the  Urban  District  during  1955 

Condemnatio  ns — 

1  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned... 

252 

16 

2 

215 

19 

504 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis  . 

42.0 

45.7 

13.0 

11.9 

2.3 

14.8 

2  Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . . . 

6 

3 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

95 

4 

42 

141 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

.16.8 

11.4 

- — ■ 

— 

4.5 

4.3 
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It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  comparative  amounts  of  beef 


condemned  in  the  last  four  years — 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Average  amount  condemned  per 
beast  slaughtered.  All  diseases 

39  lb. 

32  lb. 

23  lb. 

14  1b. 

Average  amount  condemned  per 
beast  slaughtered.  Tuberculosis 
only  . 

26  lb. 

22  lb. 

15  lb. 

101b. 

Anaylisis  in  lbs.  of  Condemned  Meat 


Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Tuberculosis  . 

6427 

— 

— 

815 

Parasites  and  Cysts  . 

1989 

— 

276 

18 

Jaundice  . 

342 

— 

— 

— 

Abscesses  . 

213 

— 

— 

56 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  ... 

145 

2 

— 

20 

Injuries  . 

46 

3 

— 

— 

Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

58 

Dropsy  . 

— 

— 

82 

15 

Swine  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Swine  Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Decomposition  . 

— 

34 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  . 

41 

6 

— 

34 

9203 

45 

358 

1086 

Four  cases  of  localised  Cystercus  Bovis  were  detected  during 
the  year  and  the  carcases  were  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 


Other  Foods 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  more  vigorous  effort  was  made 
to  develop  a  better  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  and  good 
results  were  obtained. 

The  Council  took  the  first  step  towards  putting  its  own  house  in 
order  by  constructing  to  the  design  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
a  specimen  food  shop  in  the  enclosed  Market  with  the  idea  of  con¬ 
structing,  in  due  course,  further  shops  on  these  lines  to  replace  the 
existing  unhygienic  wooden  stalls. 
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The  following  unsound  foods  were  condemned  upon  voluntary 
surrender  at  retail  stores — 


69  tins  Meat 
58  tins  Vegetables 
294  tins  Fruit 
16  tins  Milk 
6  tins  Soup 
1  tin  Fish 

11  pkts.  Pudding  Mixture 
11  Pork  Pies 
33  Fishcakes 


260  lbs.  Fresh  Beef 
214  lbs.  Imported  Beef 
22  lbs.  Fresh  Pork 
63  lbs.  Bacon 
10  lbs.  Boiled  Ham 
51  lbs.  Sausage 
14  lbs.  Wet  Fish 
162  lbs.  Cheese 
100  lbs.  Rice. 


Milk 

The  position  in  December,  1955,  with  regard  to  Licensing 


and  Registration,  was  as  follows — 

Registered  Dairies  .  3 

Registered  Distributors  .  8 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk .  3 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk .  6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk .  6 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk .  2 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  9 

Supplementary  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk .  8 


Four  samples  of  milk— 2  Pasteurised,  1  T.T.  and  1  Ungraded, 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  given  satisfactory  reports. 


Ice-Cream 

Thirty-five  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
the  sale  of  Ice-Cream.  Only  wrapped  Ice-Cream  was  sold  from 
these  premises  and  no  Ice-Cream  has  been  manufactured  in  the 
District  during  the  year. 


Other  Registered  Premises 

Nineteen  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  preparation  of 
cooked  meat,  sausages,  etc.  and  12  premises  are  registered  for  fish 
frying. 
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Factories 


Routine  inspections  of  factories  are  made  from  time  to  time  and 
the  following  table  indicate  the  position  for  1955 — 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prose¬ 
cuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority... 

32 

12 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en 
forced  by  Local  Authority  . . . 

51 

27 

1 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority . 

51 

32 

— 

— 

134 

71 

1 

— 
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